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$2000 to Shasta 
Community Relief Fund 

Bill Warren, our treasurer, just sent 
off a check to the Shasta Community 
Relief fund.  A big thank you to all 
who donated to this cause, which 
included all the tips we made at the 
Waterfront Festival.  And a big thank 
to Susan Hurl for suggesting this!  As 
a thank you, Jim Lessenger presented 
Susan with BLING — a gold necklace 
with a big dollar sign — to wear! 

Peddler’s Fair on 8/11 

Darrell Doi is looking for people to 
assist with the Peddler’s Fair this next 
weekend!  We will be selling beer 
only, and apparently, are the only 
beer vendor for this event.  Should be 
busy! 

ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA         
Club founded in 1967

Girls’ State — A Life 
Changing Experience — 

Briland Graves 
Our own André Lewis is passionate about Boys’ State and Girls’ 
State, as he attended Boys’ State in 1984.  Several years ago, 
André, who has three daughters of his own, discovered that no girl 
from Benicia had attended Girls’ State in the past 18 years.  André 
decided to change that — and with his encouragement, our club 
has helped support girls attending Girls’ State for several years.  
Yeah André!  This year, two girls attended — one from Liberty 
High School and one from Benicia High School.  Briland Graves 
was the young lady selected from Benicia High School to attend 
Girls’ State this past summer, and she was our speaker today.  

Briland started by using a series of descriptors to explain her 
summer leadership experience:  life changing, instant 
connectedness, unwavering support, and camaraderie.  Briland 
was both excited and nervous and even somewhat intimidated by 
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Speakers Needed 

We are always looking for speakers, 
especially a speaker that we could 
use when we need a “quick” program 
— PLAN B — often when a speaker 
has had to cancel at the last minute.  
John Blunt is working on a future 
Blackjack program;  Alan 
Schwartzman already provided us a 
program on reverse mortgages;  Jim 
Lessenger did a program on the 
museum.  If you have a PLAN B idea, 
please let Darrell Doi, André Lewis, or 
Bob Triglia know.  And if you have 
any suggestions for PLAN A speakers, 
we need that information, too, as we 
are always looking for speakers for 
our club luncheons! 

Happy Dollars 

André Lewis celebrated his 22nd 
anniversary with his wife Lea.  Mark 
Lobdell celebrated his 68th birthday 
and his 21st anniversary with his 
wife, Phyllys.  Scott Reep was happy 
because he found out he is not 
allergic to tomatoes, or actually 
anything!  Bill Warren was happy 
because of his successful softball 
season!  Susan Hurl was happy as 
she thinks Bob Schroth looks like 
Jack London.  Your thoughts? 

meeting so many new friends all at once, but was amazed how 
she could become friends with new people so easily and so 
quickly.  

Briland’s city was Temple City.  (Cities are named for successful 
female politicians.)  There are about 35 girls per city, divided into 
counties, and about 550 girls overall from California.  She was 
amazed about how much she learned, especially about politics 
and how important it is to be politically involved.  She learned 
about how to run for office, and although she ran for Secretary of 
State and did not win, she realized that one loss is not the end of 
the world.  One girl from Girls’ State was selected to attend Girls’ 
Nation.  Everyone was so supportive of the girl going on to the 
next step!  Briland said that the only negative about Girls’ State is 
that she made so many friends, but doesn’t live close to any of 
them.  Thank goodness for Facebook and Instagram! 

Girls’ State was so empowering.  Briland wants to be more 
politically involved, and although she doesn’t see herself actually 
running for a political office, she would love to manage a political 
campaign.  Business Management is the field of eduction that she 
plans to pursue in college.   

Thank you, Briland, for speaking with us and sharing your 
experiences.  And thank you. André, for making Girls’ State a 
reality for girls in our community! 
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