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CLUB FOUNDED IN 1967                                                                                                                                                                                

Rotary Club of Benicia 
Service Above Self 

Semele Harris was the student that our 
Rotary Club of Benicia selected to attend 
Camp Royal in June 2016.  This year as a 
senior, Semele is the BHS Interact 
president.  She’s a busy young lady!  Her 
Camp Royal adventure began the first 
week after school was out in June, and 
started at a very early 8:00 AM for a very 
long 8 hour ride to the Bar 727 Ranch in 
the Trinity Alps.  Waiting until the last 
minute to pack for this trip, Semele found 
herself ill-prepared clothing-wise for the 
beautiful cold mornings and great 
outdoor settings — with the COLDEST 
recorded temperatures ever during 
Camp Royal week!  On this AMAZING 
adventure, Semele felt that she was a very shy person, but that her Camp Royal experience had really helped her 
to become more outgoing, using many of her fellow 150 campers as role models about how to be more 
confident.  Her cabin group of 12 was known as the Tip Top group —  a great group of young ladies who had to 
walk to the TOP of the road, the farthest away… up a hill…far, far away.  During Semele’s week at Camp Royal, 
she never wore makeup or used her cell phone — and loved that freedom.  (Of course, there is no service in this 
area.)  Some of her takeaways:   

★ Hard work does not guarantee success, but lack of it will guarantee failure. 
★ When you find what you love, you will never be bored. 
★ Pause, breathe, smile. 

The best day at camp:  Challenge Day when you have do lean on each other to complete tasks.  The worst day at 
camp:  having to say goodbye to 150 new friends.  Semele would love to return and savor every moment!  
Semele thanked us for sponsoring her — definitely the highlight of her summer! 

Camp Royal 
was AMAZING! 
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Last week, when our District 
Governor, Fred Collignon, gave this 
same award to Darrell Doi and Scott 
Reep, Jim was absent.  Today….he 

received his award!  Congratulations 
to all of you for Service Above Self.   

Our Rotary Club just handed out FOUR 

$750 scholarships to these deserving 

students!  Congratulations!  We wish 

them well in their academic endeavors. 

• Jennie Dilley 

• Alex Reep 

• Angoline Chin 

• Alvine Phouasalit
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Look Who Was Happy Today!

Alex Lobban was happy because he had a birthday! 
Jim Lessenger was happy because his son visited 
this past weekend. 
Bill Warren was happy because he shot clay birds 
with Clyde.…and nothing else was harmed!  Enough 
said. 
Jamie Spence was happy because Wakein, an 
administrative assistant for Camelback Missions, was his guest today at Rotary. 
Jon Dwyer was happy because he had been on vacation, and has a survey for 
ALL of us to complete.  (He will pay $5 to the club for every one turned in — it is 
attached to the email that this newsletter was sent.) 
Susan Hurl was happy because she had just been hiking in Arcadia and also 
wanted to thank Eric for helping her. 

iQuest 
Annette Fewins, a teacher at Benicia High School, spoke to us briefly about 
the new class now being offered this year at BHS — iQuest.  This class is for 
SENIORS only and was modeled after a similar class offered at San Ramon 
Valley High School.  Seniors (25 of them) get to choose what THEY will learn 
and explore by connecting prior classroom learning to the World of Work.  
This class offers them the gift of time to study and work outside of school.  It 
empowers students to take ownership of their eduction and develop an 
internship and self-study that connects to their interests and needs.  Of 
course, one of the hardest tasks for Mrs. Fewins, was helping the students to 
find an internship.  Bottom line, if you have an internship or could offer an 
internship in your business (3 hours/week), contact Annette Fewins at 
afewins@beniciaunified.org.   

mailto:afewins@beniciaunified.org
mailto:afewins@beniciaunified.org
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Rotary Night of 

Honor — Friday, 

October 21, 2016

We still have openings and need attendees to 

represent our club — cost to you — $ZERO
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OCTOBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do for 
this OCTOBER!

Team Reep:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Doi:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Giuliani: Provide our speakers and programs  

NOVEMBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this NOVEMBER!

Team Giuliani:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Reep:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Doi: Provide our speakers and programs  

DECEMBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this SEPTEMBER!

Team Doi:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Giuliani:  Set up and take down the room before and after our 
meeting

Team Reep: Provide our speakers and programs  

Jack Bell 
Boone Birdsell 
John Blunt 
Amy Carpenter 
Martha Christopher 
Darrell Doi 
Jon Dwyer 
Sue Fisher Jones 
Michael Gardner 
Tom Gavin 

Amanda Graw-
Shiner 
Mario Giuliani 
Marion Gizzi 
Eric Hoglund 
Susan Hurl 
Susan Hutchinson 
Arnett 
Jim Lessenger 
Clyde Lewis 
Alex Lobban 

Mark Lobdell 
Steve McClure 
Steve Moore 
Nani Ornelas-
McCausland 
Reg Page 
Bill Pugh 
Scott Reep 
Bob Schroth 
Alan Schwartzman 
Rebeca Sgambati 

Diane Smikahl 
Jamie Spence 
Jim Trimble 
Bill Warren 
Charles Young Our Membership 


