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Farewell, Bob Schroth 

Bob is retiring, leaving our club and 
leaving town — moving to Rancho 
Mirage.  Today was his last meeting.  
He shared with us how much he had 
really enjoyed being a Rotarian and 
being part of our club.  Bob will still 
be on our list so we can keep in 
touch.  Bob, we will miss you, but 
wish you well!  Retirement is 
fabulous! 

Benicia Rotarians 
Attend CAC Ceremony 

Several of our club members (not all 
pictured here). were able to attend 
last Friday’s CAC Mortgage Burning 
ceremony. 

ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA         
Club founded in 1967

The Gift of a Goat — Guy 
Benjamin 

Guy Benjamin has visited Uganda twice with Northgate Fellowship 
here in Benicia.  Northgate partners with Hope 4 Kids 
International.  An offshoot of this International program is Water 4 
Kids, a program to provide safe drinking water by drilling wells in 
remote villages around the world — restoring hope…one village at 
a time. 

Two years ago when Guy first visited Uganda, there was a drought 
in Uganda.  Vegetation was brown and dry and very few crops 
could grow.  The water that people used to drink was filthy and 
contaminated with debris, animal feces, and mud.  Millions of 
people without safe water were dying because of their 
contaminated water!  Seeing such contaminated water and its 
impact on people really made a mark on Guy.  He vowed then to 
start raising money to help build a well. 

Each well costs $10,500 and will last approximately 50 years, and 
will serve an average village of over 500 people.  Boreholes are 
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$5000 to Reg Page 

A $5000 check was presented to Reg 
Page for our club’s Museum Project.  
This money, part of a $17,500 grant, is 
from our Rotary District and is on 
schedule.   

Happy Dollars 

During the meeting, Sue Hutch  (that’s 
me) became a grandmother…for the 4th 
time at 12:18 PM.  Waverly Grace 
Arnett debuted.  That was worth $20! 

Steve McClure’s daughter, who just 
signed to attend College of Redlands, 
and play softball, dropped a 10-lb 
weight on her big toe and broke it, but 
is going to be okay in time for college 
next fall!  Steve was $10 happy. 

Steve McClure has tickets for the 
Summertime Drawing from the 
Chamber of Commerce.  You can buy 
tickets for $20 (1), $50 (3) or $100 (7).  
Prizes look great!  See Steve. 

Darrell Doi bought a 2015 Honda Civic 
and was $20 happy. 

André Lewis was $5 happy to be at 
Rotary.  He had been ill on his last 
travel journey overseas with FedEx. 

Scott Reep woke up in Chicago today, 
but was at our meeting in time.  He 
was $5 happy. 

Eric Hoglund was fined $5 for whining 
but he only had $2 with him. 

Reg Page was $46 happy as he and 
Nancy spent several days camping at 
June Lake for their 46th anniversary!  
Congrats, Reg and Nancy!   

drilled 150 to 300 feet deep by machine by licensed drilling 
companies in Africa.  The wells are maintained by social works who 
are in the villages 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  These social 
workers not only help maintain these hand-pump wells, but also 
teach the people about hygiene, farming, waste disposal, and 
teach them skills needed to be healthy.  The average family has 
five or six kids in hopes that at least two will survive — all because 
of contaminated water.   

Guy went to Uganda this July.  This time, there had been rain and 
vegetation was green.  Guy was very touched by what he saw 
including the  filthy water, but he learned more.  Over 300 million 
people in Africa do not have access to clean, safe water.  Rural 
villagers suffer the most because they are the hardest to reach.  
He saw shallow wells, open contaminated ponds, and ditches that 
are used for cooking, washing and drinking, as well as livestock.  
The people do not have the money to boil the water to make it 
safe.  He saw people who were dehydrated, and suffering from 
dysentery and other diseases.  He learned that the girls and 
women walk everyday about 6 km average to collect water from 
dirty ponds or ditches.  But they are often subject to rape on route.  
School and work hours are lost because 26% of the girls’ and 
women’s lives are spent collecting water.   

Since Guy’s return home, he has made a real effort to talk about 
life in Uganda and is now an ambassador for Hope4Kids 
International.  Guy and his wife, Heidi, have raised enough money 
by matching sponsorships to build three wells in Uganda.  $150 
from every transaction from his business now goes directly to the 
well project.  As always, more money is needed and you can help! 

As a thank you gift when Guy was leaving, he was given the gift of 
a goat!  (Don’t worry — this goat will be given to needy family in 
Uganda.) 

Night of Honor 
The annual Rotary Night of Honor is Friday, October 19 at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in Fairfield.  Doors open at 6:00 PM (no host 
bar),with dinner at 7:00 PM.  Diane Smikahl Vieira has a few 
tickets — free — if you let her know soon!   
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