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André Lewis fined for 
using USPS rather than 

FedEx! 

Sue Fisher Jones was recently visiting 
from Oregon and had received a copy 
of André’s newest book.  However, 
she noticed that André has sent the 
book to her via regular mail.  That 
cost André a big $5 today! 

Steve Moore’s 
Daughter Is Magic 

Last weekend, Steve gave away his 
lovey daughter to Keith Magic.  His 
daughter is now Marisa Magic.  
Congratulations, Steve! 

ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA         
Club founded in 1967

Emperor Norton Visits Benicia 
Today, Emperor Norton (AKA Jim Lessenger in disguise) presided over 
our meeting.  Emperor Norton was a citizen of San Francisco, who in 
1859 proclaimed himself “Norton I, Emperor of the United States.”  
He later assumed the secondary title of “Protector of Mexico.”  
Although he had no formal political power, he was treated 
deferentially in SF ,and currency issued in his name was honored in 
the establishments he frequented.  Though some considered him 
eccentric, citizens of SF celebrated his regal presence and his 
proclamations, such as calling for a bridge connection SF to Oakland, 
and a corresponding tunnel built under SF Bay.  By the way, 
“Emperor Norton’s” outfit was exceptional!  Great job, Dr. Lessenger. 

From France to 
Benicia 
Today, our club had the pleasure of 
hearing from our outbound 
2017-18 exchange student, Sophia 
Jacobs.  Sophia shared some 
photos about her year in France.  
She lived in Besançon, France 
which is Eastern France, close to 
the Jura Mountains and the border 

Jim Lessenger, 
dressed as Emperor 

Norton, led our 
Rotary meeting today.
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Extra Golf Jackets! 

We have a number of golf jackets left 
from our August golf tournament.  
The jackets retail for $80 and are 
quite nice.  You can purchase one for 
$50 which will be a donation to the 
Rotary Club of Benicia foundation — a 
tax deduction.  Contact Steve McClure 
to obtain a jacket! 

Kyle Hyland 
Foundation for Teens 

The Third Annual Golf Tournament 
Charity Fundraiser is being held 
09/15/18 to support the Benicia Teen 
Center.  Only $110/golfer which 
includes 18 holes of golf, a riding 
cart, range balls, lunch and a 19th 
hole awards ceremony with 
appetizers.  For more information, 
visit www.kylehyland.com. 

Happy Dollars 

Diane Smikahl and her husband, 
Mike, spent a week in lovely 
Minnesota — but this time, they flew 
rather than riding motorcycles all that 
way! 

John Dwyer has been giving out 
checks to other clubs in our district.  
As our District Governor, he won’t be 
able to attend our club meetings until 
December.  (We were saddened to 
hear that Bonnie’s mother recently 
passed at age 89.)   

Sue Hutch went to Tucson to care for 
her 4 and 2-year old granddaughters.  
It was HOT in Tucson! 

Alan Schwartzman refereed a U-19 
premier soccer game on Sunday and 
wasn’t hurting and kept up!   

with Switzerland.  Since 1986, it has been labeled a “Town of Art and 
History.”   

Sophia shared why she wanted to be an exchange student.  She 
wanted adventure, to experience a new culture, and simply to 
experience more in her life now rather than waiting until she was 
older.  As a Rotary exchange applicant, she was allowed to select her 
three top choices of countries.  France was actually her first choice.  
She had already taken two years of French in high school, and was 
familiar with the French language, but admitted that most of her 
French was learned this past year on her student exchange visit. 

Sophia got to experience snow in winter, as it actually snowed in 
Besançon.  She also shared with us the French stereotype:  wearing 
striped shirts and berets, and being rude.  Sophia said that is NOT 
true.  But she admitted that the French do enjoy their cheese, 
fabulous bread, and wine! 

Sophia’s high school (Lycée Louis Pergaud) had approximately 2000 
students in attendance, and as she put it, the school day was “block 
scheduling on steroids,” and typically went from 8 AM to 6 PM, with a 
2 hour break midday.  The school is broken into various academic 
pathways, such as science, literature and economics.  She originally 
started out in the literature 
pathway, but the difficulty of 
reading texts in French made 
it prohibitive to be 
successful, so she changed 
to the mathematics/science 
pathway and found 
academic success!   

While in Besançon, Sophie 
lived with three host families:  
Family 1 (Les Darcq’s) had three children living at home.  Sophia was 
able to travel to Paris and Italy with this family.  Family 2 (Les 
Guillaumes) had no children living at home any longer.  Sophia was 
able to experience three different Christmas celebrations while living 
with this family.  Family 3 (Les Vincens) had two children at home, 
and a grandmother who was Polish and only spoke Polish.  Ironically, 
the mother of this family grew up in the same area that Sophia’s 
mother was raised.  

Sophia had a fabulous year in France.  Thank you for sharing your 
great experiences with us!  


