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ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA
A Visit to the Museum 
Our own Jim Lessenger introduced Elizabeth d’Huart, the 
Executive Director of the Benicia Historical Museum, and 
two board members:  Mike Caplin and Bob Rozett.  Reg 
Page is also board member and Jim Lessenger is a docent 
and tour guide.  Elizabeth has been at the museum for six 
years.  During her tenure, she and the board members and 
many museum volunteers have endeavored to upgrade the 
temporary rotation space and are in the process of redoing 
permanent exhibits.  Most of the work of upgrading and 
renovating is done by the volunteers. 

The museum is housed in the original 1850’s Arsenal 
buildings, and is a California historical landmark, and listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places.  The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday, 1:00 
PM - 4:00 PM.  Admission is $5, $3, $2 or free (adult, senior, child/student or military).  Admission is 
free the first Wednesday of every month, too. 

So why upgrade the museum?  Some of the exhibits assume prior knowledge, but history should be 
written in the eyes of Benicia.  A huge part of Benicia’s history is about Rancho Suscol.  Rancho Suscol 
was an 84,000-acre Mexican land grant in present day Napa County, California and Solano County, 
California given in 1843 to General Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo.  There is much history about this land 
and the people.  However, that portion of the museum has not been redone yet.   

Only five years ago, it was decided to rebuild and renew the museum space and upgrade certain areas.   
In order to improve the museum, facts are found by researching Benicia’s history in documents and 
various archives, and various myths about Benicia are discarded.  Many times, other unknown facts 
are discovered after hours of research.   

Did you know that the museum building was one of the endpoints of the Manifest Destiny in the 
1850’s?  There is an exhibit about the Evolution of the Dollar — and pieces of eight.  The layout of the 
museum is by various chapters in Benicia history: 

Elizabeth d’Huart — Executive Director
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  Native Country   Eureka 

  Alta, CA    Railways and Waterways 

  Bean Flaggers    Athens of the West 

  The Birth of Benicia   Made in Benicia 

  The Benicia Arsenal   Did You Know 

The museum is worth a visit!  It was a great Rotary meeting, and great food, too!  Thank you, 
Elizabeth, for opening your doors to share with our club.  And thank you, Reg and Jim, too. 
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