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ROTARY CLUB OF BENICIA
No Speaker, But a 
GREAT Meeting 
Our scheduled speaker for today had a conflict 
and had to reschedule at the last minute.  So 
today was casual, fun, and lots of discussion — 
all triggered by Steve asking several members 
about their backgrounds.  Since we had no 
speaker, no Jim Trimble and no red bucket, 
today was fine free! 

Susan Hurl — Susan was born in France and 
her mother was from Czechoslovakia.  However, 
as a child of a serviceman who moved 
frequently, her Dad decided to move the family 

to Fairfield 
where Susan grew up, and attended Armijo High School.  Susan never 
really wanted to attend college, but her dad made her.  She first went 
to UC Davis but was in an all-girls dorm, and couldn’t stand seeing 
cheerleaders sit on milk buckets at football games.  It just wasn’t her 
thing!  She transferred to Sac State and graduated, but worked at 
various jobs most of her college life, including an early stint working at 
the employee cafeteria at the Nut Tree in Vacaville.  One night, 
someone brought her fresh peaches which she promptly washed in the 
since.  But behold, one of the owners of the Nut Tree saw her washing 
the peaches and seemed somewhat concerned.  The next day, a 
supervisor spoke with Susan about “bruising” the fruit and had been 
told by the owner that Susan should be dismissed from her job.  Upon 
hearing this, Susan’s answer….I’ll just quit!  During college, Susan was 
a bowler and participated in a traveling bowling league.  She was 
pretty good at bowling.  One of the things that she learned during her 
college work life was that she never wanted to punch a time clock 
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again.  With this motivation, Susan applied and was accepted to Harvard Grad School in Boston.  (By 
the way, she and Lorie Tinfow were at Harvard together and graduated the same time, but did not 
know each other.)  Today,  Susan is a kick boxer and is a certified Tae Bo instructor!   

Jack Bell — Jack was born (1937) and raised in 
Oklahoma City.  He also lived in Massachusetts 
and Texas for short periods of time.  One of his 
teenage jobs was helping to build Quonset Huts in 
the hot Oklahoma sun, sitting atop the huts and 
manually screwing screws into the sheet metal 
since there were no electrical screwdrivers at that 
time.  A great summer job….NOT !  However, 
Jack earned enough money to put a set of new 
tires on an old car and also have the car painted.  
He and a Quonset Hut buddy drove to California 
in the old, newly painted car.  They drove through 
New Mexico, visited the Grand Canyon, 
accidentally spending the night on the rim edge of 
the canyon which had been unnoticeable when they arrived late at night.   They drove on to Las Vegas 
and went to the movies during the day as it was so hot, finally arriving in Los Angeles a few days later.  
All along, Jack kept wondering why he was passing through mountains since he was headed for the 
ocean.  He also did not understand the signs in New Mexico that read PED Xing!  Arriving in Long 
Beach, he and his buddy embarked upon water skiing.  Jack was so motivated that he bought his first 
boat at age 19 and sold his last boat at age 75.  His life has included lots of water skiing, and in college, 
Jack was actually a water ski stunt showman where he would ski in formation, along with other skiers.  
At 18, Jack joined the Army reserves in college, and ultimately, became a 2nd Lieutenant after a stint in 
Officer Candidate School.  His dad was a commander general of the 95th infantry division, so it was in 
his blood.  While in college, Jack majored in Mechanical Engineering.  His first job after college was in 
Los Angeles working for a firm that built missiles.   

Steve McClure — Today was not a biography day for Steve, but our club asked Steve questions.  Steve 
met his wife, Karen, when he was in underwriting training for State Farm.  Karen also worked for State 
Farm and their paths crossed!  Steve has NEVER hit a straight ball off of his driver when playing golf, 
but he has hit a few straight balls using his 3-wood.  Steve answered various questions about insurance, 
the California fires and the fire’s impact on insurance rates, as well as various other topics.   

Noteworthy 
As mentioned in our last bulletin, we were saddened to hear of Shel White’s passing.  Beverly 
White was an integral member of our club for years and was instrumental in creating Expanding 
Experiences, our annual fundraiser for 10 years.  The service for Shel will be August 11, 2018 at St. 
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, 1601 Mary Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA. 94523.  The church is located 
near the intersection of Mary Drive and Corritone Ct/Harriet Dr.  For more information about the 
church or its location, visit www.standrews-pcusa.org. 

http://www.standrews-pcusa.org
http://www.standrews-pcusa.org
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Our Demotion Dinner for Steve McClure is Tuesday, July 10 at 5:30 PM in lieu of a 
daytime meeting.  It is also Steve’s 50th birthday!  We will meet at Estey Realty for a catered 
dinner.  You, and your significant other, friend, or guest is welcome to join us, but we will need a 
head count.  No charge to you for this event!  No video presentation, but lots of fun, food and 
friendship.  This is a great opportunity for those who have difficulty attending our daytime 
meetings to join us!  Hope to see you then!  More information soon, but mark your calendars now. 

The Benicia Waterfront Festival is scheduled for Saturday and Sunday, July 28 and 29.  Your 
help is needed.  Sign ups soon! 

The annual Benicia Peddler’s Fair is Saturday, August 11.  Your help is needed.  Sign ups soon. 

Our club’s Annual Rotary Golf Tournament is Friday, August 17 at Blue Rock Springs.  Your 
help is needed, especially in soliciting players and sponsors, as well as man-power before, during 
and after the tournament.  Sign ups soon. 
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