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APRIL 24 through JUNE 6, 2017

André Lewis — Pilot and Writer! — April 24, 2017

April 24, 2017 
André Lewis 

Our own André Lewis is a pilot for Fed Ex, but his 
real passion is writing children’s books.  His 
mission in writing his books is to  inspire 
communities to customize literature.   André’s 
inspiration was his 6th grade teacher, his 7h grade 
math teacher, and his 8th grade English teacher.  
His determination, persistence and never giving 
up got him a 9-year stint in the military — years of 
service that have served him well. 

André writes books to involve families.  Since 
there are so many illiterate people in the nation, 

the books are written at the elementary level — so a child can read the book to his 
or her parents.  André desires to inspire, educate, demonstrate and motivate his 
young readers.   

As a gift to each of us, he gave us a copy of his recent book, “I Want 
to Fly.”  Our challenge is to find a 2nd or 3rd grader, read the book 
to the child and talk with them, sign the book, take a picture of the 
child, the book, and yourself — and return the picture to our club and 
share it with our club.   This was such an inspiration for all of us.  
Thank you, André! 

Rotary Club of Benicia
Service Above Self

CLUB FOUNDED IN 1967
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William Wesley — Carter’s Biz Net Cafe — May 30, 2017

May 30, 2017 
William Wesley 

William Wesley, from Carter’s Biz 
Cafe, was our speaker today. He 
spoke to us some about Carter’s Biz 
Cafe — a place where people can pay 
a fee to use the facility (and get free 
coffee, water, etc) as if they were in 
their own office, OR people can rent 
the facility for various programs, OR 
the facility can host events.  The focus 
of today’s talk was an upcoming 
event hosted by Carter’s Biz Cafe. 

In October 2017, Carter’s Biz Cafe will host the 2nd North Bay Art and Film Festival.  
The “art” will be in the Biz Cafe, and the “films” will be shown in the Clocktower on 
October 6, 7 and  8.  Last year, the Film Festival was not a money maker, but this 
year, William has high expectations that there will be more art and more films.  In 
fact, there are already 40 films slated for preview and it is only May.  Last year, there 
were only 43 by October.  William is hoping this art and film festival takes off — and 
becomes an International event whereby people who cannot actually attend the film 
festival, can purchase tickets and still view various films remotely.  We hope this 
upcoming event is a huge success for Carter’s Biz Cafe and our city, Benicia. 
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June 6, 2017 
Angela Upshaw 

Angela is from Solano County Public Health, and is part of the tobacco prevention 
and education program.  Her present “target” is convenience stores since this is a 
primary location whereby teens secure tobacco.  She is helping convenience stores 
convert to “healthy stores.”  Her methods include reducing advertising about 
tobacco, by helping the stores to take down excessive signage thereby improving 
health, and safety, and beautification by reducing visual clutter. 

Kevin Riley 

Kevin Riley is the owner of the Vallejo 
Admirals Baseball team.  He feels that 
the Admirals are not just a baseball 
team, but are part of a variety show, a 
town square, and a farmer’s market.  
Where else can you get a community 
together to watch a fun game, and 
include community events, advertising, 
fun games, and spotlights on various 
community groups — in additional to 
the Admirals baseball? 

Angela Upshaw and Kevin Riley - A Double Header — June 4, 2017
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Goodbye, Jerome! 
Jerome is leaving Benicia 
Yacht Club and today was 
his last day.  He has taken a 
job in Oakland and will be a 
food manager at a Marriott.  
We are sad to see him leave, 
but realize this is a great 
opportunity for him.  We 
wish him well.  His 
replacement is Catie.  Please 
welcome Catie when you 
meet her! 
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The Changing of the Guard

Rotary Club of Benicia 

“ROTRY” DEMOTION 
Friday, June 30, 2017 

6:00 PM - no host 
7:00 PM - dinner 

8:00 PM - program 


