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Service Above Self 

October 25, 2016

How Much Do You Know 
About Mare Island?

Today’s speaker was Thomas L. Snyder, MD.  Dr. 
Snyder is a retired Captain of the Medical Corps 
of the US Navy.  He is also a fellow Rotarian and 
is a charter member of the Solano Sunset Club.  
He grew up on the East Coast and attended 
Lafayette College.  Soon afterwards, he joined 
the Navy and completed three years of active 
duty but continued as a reservist.  Although he 
was a medical doctor, he has always been 
interested in history.  So what better topic than 
research and write about the history of the 
Naval Hospital on Mare Island! 
Dr. Snyder offered us many anecdotes about 
Mare Island medical history.  Here is a summary 

of some of the items he shared with us. 

1821 - The Pacific Squadron was home-ported in Peru and Chili.  There were from 1 to 
5 ships that traveled the waters between South America and Oregon, but these ships 
never stopped in Southern California. 
1854 - Commander Farragut arrived and decided that Mare Island should be selected 
as the location for a Naval hospital.  Two days later, the sloop of war, Warren, arrived at 
Mare Island.  The sloop’s sick bay served as the first medical facility at Mare Island.  
Later the USS Independence became the floating hospital, but Surgeon William S.
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Bishop wrote the bureau of Medicine stating that the USS Independence was 
unsuitable place to treat the sick. 
1864 - Mare Island had an unused granary that was converted to a hospital.  This 
building served as the semi-official Naval Hospital until 1871. 
1871 - the first permanent Naval hospital opened, but it failed to have an adequate 
water and also, was built of masonry -  not a good choice for California. 
1898 - Mare Island suffered a 6.5 Richter scale earthquake, leaving the permanent Naval 
hospital with substantial damage.  Patients were relocated. 
1898 - $100,000 was allocated to build a wooden structure hospital on the site of the 
previous building. 
1900 - H1 was officially opened. 
1908 - the Navy nurse Corp was established 
1909 - Miss Martha Pringle - one of the best nurses in the Corp - came to Mare Island.
1918 - the influenza epidemic hit America hard, decreasing the life expectancy of the 
young 
1919 - The Mare Island ambulance boat was built 
1926 - Fireproof construction was begun 
1941 - 179 patients arrived from Pearl Harbor for treatment at Mare Island 
1942 - the beginning of the end of the Naval Hospital in Mare Island 
1946 - the height of the Mare Island Hospital development 
1995 - Mare Island was decommissioned 

Touro University now occupies the old hospital building.  Thank you, Dr. Snyder, for 
sharing your interest and research about historical Mare Island. 

Interact will have a 7th Street Clean Up day on Saturday, 
October 29 beginning at 11:00 AM.  Meet in the parking lot of the Benicia Health Club.  Volunteers are 
ALWAYS welcome! 

Our Teacher-of-the-Month program will begin in November. 

Our Benicia Rotary Club is donating holidays meals again this year.  Cost is $60.  Donations or even 
partial donations towards this goal are always welcome. 

We have to deliver our blue soccer balls to Cambodia.  Alex may go and deliver them in person - 
which is cheaper than shipping them! 

Info to Know About
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Our HAPPINESS continues… 

Tom Gavin was happy about being married for 39 years and 
donated money! 
Diane Smikahl was happy because the annual Rotary Night 
of Honor went well and is over and donated some money! 
Boone Birdsell was happy to have celebrated his birthday by visiting his son - 
and donated a holiday dinner.   
Tom Snyder, our speaker, donated some money as he was happy to be 
associated with Rotarians. 
Gina Snyder, our speaker’s wife, donated some money as she had enjoyed Jon 
Dwyer’s famous paella dinner! 
Jim Lessenger paid last week’s IOU!  We think he was happy. 
Eric Hoglund was happy as his son’s baseball team had won 
the championship this past weekend - and he donated a 
holiday dinner.  BTW - Eric is sporting a new mustache.  
John Blunt was happy and donated money in honor of our guests. 

Clunkers for Charity has a new name!  The new 
name is Cars Second Chance!  This project, 
sponsored by the Clayton Valley Rotary Club has 

been very successful.  Today, the Clayton Valley Club presented our club 
$1753 since we have helped contribute towards this project.  
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NOVEMBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this NOVEMBER!

Team Giuliani:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Reep:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Doi: Provide our speakers and programs  

DECEMBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this DECEMBER!

Team Doi:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Giuliani:  Set up and take down the room before and after our 
meeting

Team Reep: Provide our speakers and programs  

JANUARY TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this JANUARY!

Team Reep:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Doi:  Set up and take down the room before and after our 
meeting

Team Giuliani: Provide our speakers and programs  

Jack Bell 
Boone Birdsell 
John Blunt 
Amy Carpenter 
Martha Christopher 
Darrell Doi 
Jon Dwyer 
Sue Fisher Jones 
Michael Gardner 
Tom Gavin 
Mario Giuliani 
Marion Gizzi 
Eric Hoglund 
Susan Hurl 

Susan Hutchinson Arnett 
Jim Lessenger 
Clyde Lewis 
Alex Lobban 
Mark Lobdell 
Steve McClure 
Steve Moore 

Nani Ornelas-McCausland 
Reg Page 
Bill Pugh 
Scott Reep 
Bob Schroth 
Alan Schwartzman 
Rebeca Sgambati 
Diane Smikahl 
Jamie Spence 
Jim Trimble 
Bill Warren 
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