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October 18, 2016

Our own Boone Birdsell and Roman Johnson, a 
CivicSpark Fellow, were our speakers today.  The 
CivicSpark program is the Governor’s 
Initiative AmeriCorps program dedicated to building 
capacity for local governments to address climate 
change and water management needs.  There are 
presently 48 fellows in 36 cities that spend 1700 
hours over 11 months working full time with their 
host agency.  For Roman, his agency was the City of 
Benicia.  Fellows work on multiple projects, and gain hands-on experience in climate change response 
and water management, while learning technical skills.  Roman’s focus has been helping Benicia 
businesses save water - a pilot program. 

Today’s program was a primarily a synopsis of our water savings program.  Boone’s company, ABM, 
provides Energy Saving Programs and Sustainability Solutions for businesses  ABM won the RFP 
(request for proposal) in January 2016 when Boone and Roman began working together.  They started 
this pilot project by visiting three businesses:  specifically Ruszel Woodworks, Furmanite, and the Rellik 
Tavern - sort of an overview of various types of businesses here in Benicia.  They specifically looked at 
plumbing fixtures and collected data about the usage of these fixtures in the businesses:  how many 
people are employed, how many people visit the business, and how many people utilize the facilities 
over a given time period.  The first phase was testing sink flow and toilet flow in businesses in the 
industrial park - to gain data (sort of like a pre-test).  The project was the retrofitting of plumbing fixtures 
to be more efficient by the installation of aerators, and the replacement of internal components to 
reduce water flow.  Overall, 497 fixtures were retrofitted in 60 Benicia business - saving 1,860,481 
gallons of water annually - enough to fill 2.72 Olympic sized pools and provide 4651 households with 
water (the post-test).  What good comes from this?  First, Benicia saves water.  But moreover, the 
program can be pitched to other cities - Benicia was the case study.  Good job, gentlemen!

Boone Birdsell and 
Roman Johnson 
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Look Who Was Happy Today!

Susan Hurl was happy and donated a holiday meal. 
Diane Smikahl was happy and donated a holiday meal. 
Scott Reep was happy because Alex has her first job, and Clyde 
is helping with Interact, so he donated a holiday meal and some 
cash. 
Jim Lessenger was happy and paid a previous fine. 
Darrell Doi was happy because has been married 22 years. 
Jon Dwyer was happy because found a cable to make our new projector work with the 
remote control. 
Alan Schwartzman was happy (because he is not running for re-election) and provided 
a nice donation for the bocce courts and a holiday meal. 
John Blunt was happy because he was dealt great cards in his blackjack tournament. 
Sue Hutch (that’s me) was happy because Harley didn’t have to have a stent inserted, or 
heart surgery. 

Introducing

Levi Giuliani

Our Newest Rotarian
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OCTOBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do for 
this OCTOBER!

Team Reep:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Doi:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Giuliani: Provide our speakers and programs  

NOVEMBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this NOVEMBER!

Team Giuliani:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Reep:  Set up and take down the room before and after our meeting

Team Doi: Provide our speakers and programs  

DECEMBER TEAM TASKS - this is what your team is responsible to do 
for this DECEMBER!

Team Doi:  Provide the pledge and inspiration

Team Giuliani:  Set up and take down the room before and after our 
meeting

Team Reep: Provide our speakers and programs  
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